
 

 
 www.babelstreet .com  

BABEL DISCOVER 

NORTH KOREA 
June 24, 2020 
 
Global Situational Awareness  
On June 16th, 2020, North Korea destroyed the Inter-Korean Liaison Office in Kaesong, North 
Korea. The office has been vacant for several months due to COVID-19 concerns, but in the 
absence of formal diplomatic relations, has served as a de facto embassy for almost two years 
to facilitate communication between North Korea and South Korea. This move by the North 
Korean government was in retaliation for North Korean defectors in the South sending anti-
regime leaflets across the border by balloons into North Korea. 
 
Following the demolition of the Liaison Office, elevated tensions have been marked by 
increased rhetoric and active posturing. Kim Jong-un’s sister, Kim Yo-jong, has also had a 
much more visible role in this geopolitical discourse. As tensions seemed poised for further 
exacerbation, Kim Jong-un emerged from silence to try to defuse the dialogue. Some 
noteworthy material captured recently in Babel Channels follows: 
 
Rising Tensions 
Babel Channels collects from a variety of sources regarding the key developments on the 
Korean Peninsula, such as the recent demolition of the Liaison Office, subsequent political 
machinations, and active agitation measures using leaflets and loudspeakers. 
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Kim Yo-jung  
Babel Channels captures references and activity related to Kim Yo-jong, the sister to Supreme 
Leader Kim Jong-un, especially her increased political presence coincident with the recent 
absences of her brother from public view over the last several months. 

 
A Possible De-Escalation 
In late breaking events, Babel Channels also captured the reappearance of Kim Jong-un on 
June 24th who appears to be walking back from his sister’s comments and moving away from 
further escalation. 

With coverage in more than 350 countries, states, territories and cities around the world, and 
the ability to help users understand developments in more than 200 languages, Babel 
Channels is your tool to understand what is happening in relation to trending news topics and 
key developments, including geopolitical activity on the Korean Peninsula. Babel Street 
persistently canvasses a dynamic array of global information on the topic and presents 
pertinent material in Babel Channels. 
 
 
 
 
*Analysis is based on information derived from publicly or commercially available data sources. Babel Street expresses no 
representations, warranties, or assurances on the accuracy of the publicly available data but has used analytical rigor in 
generating its assessment. 

 

  

 

  


