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UNITED STATES: REACTIONS TO THE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION 
 
Introduction: 
In an effort to continue monitoring the online rhetoric surrounding the November 2020 U.S. 
presidential election, Babel Street analysts examined publicly available data from social media, 
blogs, message boards, and other websites to identify key narratives and trends. Consistent 
with the pre-election analysis, the online community remains highly polarized with the political 
right and left blaming the other for problems with the election. Based on the outcome of the 
election (a Biden victory), the more right-leaning online users have remained more engaged 
than more left-left leaning users and more likely to perpetuate allegations of wrongdoing. As 
noted in Babel Street’s previous analysis, the possibility of violence remains a common point of 
discussion but lacks specific indications of action. The emergence of “Stop the Steal” as a 
hashtag and as an organized movement represents the most significant postelection 
development, and an analysis of key influencers within that campaign indicate an organized 
effort that could persist until Inauguration Day and perhaps even well into the Biden 
administration. 
 
BLUF: 

o Online communities continue to be polarized and blame the other side for the problems 
with the election process  

o No specific threats or calls to violence emerged from the data, but some discussion of 
militia activity was observed  

o The individuals behind Stop the Steal are closely associated with President Trump and 
include former government officials, political operatives, lawyers and others chiefly from 
white-collar professions  

o Stop the Steal efforts are distinct from more radical elements seen on fringe platforms 
with very limited overlap seen in analysis of key influencers, and the campaign appears 
to be positioned for long-term operations  

 
Pre-election Narratives Continue Online 
As noted during the lead up to the Nov. 
3 election, online communities remain 
deeply divided. While examining data 
from social media and message sites 
such as YouTube, Gab, 4Chan, and 
others, Babel Street analysts noted 
many of the same themes and 
narratives from the pre-election 
analysis. Anticipated voter-fraud and 
worries from right-leaning users about 
stealing the vote have transitioned to 
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strident belief in widespread voter fraud. These claims are often supported by dubious 
“evidence,” and a small number of articles alleging proof for these claims (all highly suspect), 
are widely circulated across platforms. Babel Street analysts observed several instances of 
fraud claims coming from parties purporting to be journalists or news organization, though they 
did not belong to any established media organization (Figure 1). While voter fraud allegations 
might be expected on fringe sites like 8kun, Voat, and Gab, there was widespread discussion 
of the topic on mainstream platforms such as YouTube, which until Nov. 24 continued to allow 
false claims from One America News Network and other users to remain online. 
 
Discussions surrounding violence and a potential civil war also continued on fringe websites. 
Many users voiced that they believe the election of Joe Biden as president is the catalyst for 
further civil tension and ultimately war. Others on the far right feel that civil war and violence is 
the necessary response to the fraud perpetrated during the election. Still others in these online 
communities stated they were ready for the coming conflict, with many even welcoming the 
violence. Babel Street analysts also noted that some left-leaning commenters discussed a 
possible civil war; most users on the left, however, spoke in the context of needing to oppose 
any efforts to instigate conflict. Some, though, emphasized the need to meet violent efforts in 
order to protect the sanctity of the election process. No specific plans or events were 
discovered except for a call for a large peaceful demonstration on Inauguration Day, Jan. 20, 
2021. More concerning however was that Babel Street analysts uncovered some posts 
discussing joining or forming militias on the platform Gab—in each instance, however, other 
users quickly recommended these conversations move to “more secure platforms.”  
 
Babel Street’s analysis of the publicly available data indicates these narratives are being 
driven almost entirely by domestic users of social media, blogs, message boards, and 
websites. While there were some instances of likely foreign accounts observed (Figure 2), 
these appear to the exception. The general absence of foreign influencers in the postelection 
discussions is further supported by social media link analysis conducted via Babel Synthesis 
(Babel Street’s social network analysis tool), examined in detail below. According to the former 
Director of Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, the 2020 elections were the 
safest in history, and unlike 2016 when foreign actors sowed disinformation, their presence 
was likely lower due to active efforts on the part of social media companies and websites to 
stem the spread of fake accounts and false information. Furthermore, the high levels of internal 
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discord in the United States have also likely rendered foreign efforts redundant during this 
election and postelection cycle. 
 
#StoptheSteal Gains Traction 
A key development in the wake of the presidential election has been the emergence of a 
coordinated effort to overturn election results, frequently associated with the phrase “Stop the 
Steal.” This term and associated hashtags were seen across all platforms from which Babel 
Street analysts gathered data. “Stop the Steal” was used in a generic sense to protest the 
allegedly-fraudulent election results and also specifically in reference to the organized efforts 
for demonstrations at state capitols and election facilities spearheaded by stopthesteal.us.  
 
In an effort to better understand the spread of the Stop the Steal campaign, Babel Street 
examined the domain registration of stopthesteal.us and discovered it was closely linked with 
another website, viceandvictory.com. This site contains no information other than links to 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram accounts, but further research revealed both websites are 
linked to far-right provocateur Ali Alexander. While he is not listed as an organizer or point of 
contact on stopthesteal.us, Babel Synthesis analysis shows Alexander is a key influencer on 
social media when analysts examined #stopthesteal and again when link analysis was 
conducted based on the listed points of contacts on the group’s website.  
 
Our analysis of social media trends revealed several additional interesting facts surrounding 
the Stop the Steal movement. In addition to Alexander, other far-right figures such as Info 
Wars and Alex Jones were tightly linked to the online presence of the movement and to the 
physical demonstrations. More surprisingly, the most influential members of this online 
community were almost exclusively members of the political class and white-collar workers, 
with numerous Trump operatives, former government officials, and lawyers scoring the highest 
in Babel Synthesis analysis (Figure 3). Analysts saw similar trends in the data when examining 
the spread of the hashtag and when examining the networks of named Stop the Steal event 
organizers. This result is in stark contrast to other frequent trends on the far-right that are 
routinely dominated by fringe figures, conspiracy theorists, and users outside the mainstream. 
Additionally, while mentions of a possible civil war and violence were noted across fringe 
websites, such mentions were extremely rare within the networks most central to the Stop the 
Steal movement. 
 
Two key conclusions can be drawn from the data and analysis conducted by Babel Street. 
First, the Stop the Steal campaign is likely very well funded by wealthy and politically-active 
individuals, many of whom have close ties to the Trump administration or campaign. It is also 
likely that the movement is distinct from more extreme online trends toward violence (though 
the possibility of narratives and movements becoming intertwined remains a dangerous 
scenario that could fuel violence and is worth continued monitoring). Based on these 
conclusions, Stop the Steal could potentially persist for several weeks or months and might 
shift toward an opposition movement after president-elect Biden assumes office. 
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Conclusion  
Online communities have continued many of the preelection narratives in the postelection 
environment. Both sides continue to blame the other for undermining the election process and 
for any potential violence that may ensue. While mentions of violence or a coming civil war 
persist online, especially on fringe platforms, Babel Street analysts did not find any specific 
calls for violence or organized efforts—although we would certainly not rule out nefarious 
activities being coordinated on more secure person-to-person or encrypted platforms. Finally, 
the Stop the Steal movement represents a potentially significant development in the 
postelection narrative. This campaign appears to be extremely well-organized and likely has 
funding to persist for the foreseeable future. As the Electoral College vote on Dec. 15 and the 
inauguration on Jan. 20 approach, it will be critical to continue monitoring Stop the Steal and 
the broader election reactions across the public domain.  
 
Author – McDaniel Wicker. Mr. Wicker is the Vice President of Strategy for Babel Street. A 
career intelligence professional and foreign policy expert, he has served as a U.S. Air Force 
Intelligence Officer and the Asian Security Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars.  
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