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Applying PAI to Drive Data Discovery and Transformation 
 
The Babel Street platform uniquely empowers government entities to make mission-critical 
decisions by bringing order to the chaos of today’s multi-language, fractured publicly available 
data landscape. Babel Street, harnessing the power of our full suite of tools and  
multi-language capabilities identified a propaganda and disinformation campaign against Kyiv 
in the year leading up to the Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. 
 
Using our solutions, we began tracking this activity as early as January 2021, thirteen months 
before the war began. Our findings led to a clear conclusion: Russia was systematically building 
a justification for war against Ukraine.  
 
The analysis that follows continues our series on the Russia-Ukraine war and was fully enabled 
through our dynamic and configurable AI-powered ecosystem. 

 
Eyes on Kaliningrad: Key Judgements 

 
• Babel Street has maintained continuous monitoring of a vast amount of social media 

content on the crisis since early 2021, and we are now detecting a similar Kremlin-led 
information campaign on social media alleging Western aggression against Russia’s 
Kaliningrad Oblast.  
 

• Moscow is accusing NATO and the European Union (EU) of threatening Russia by 
creating an unstable economic and political situation in Kaliningrad. 
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Kaliningrad Under Threat 
 
We’ve identified key themes in the messaging on Kaliningrad, including: 
 
• Kaliningrad is under direct threat – Using 

state-controlled media outlets in Russia 
and pro-Russian accounts and networks 
on social media, accusations that NATO 
and the EU increasingly are threatening 
Kaliningrad have been trending since 
early March.  

 
 

 

• Three topics have emerged: (1) sanctions 
are causing fuel and food shortages, as 
well as increased travel restrictions; (2) 
NATO military exercises occurring near 
Kaliningrad are provocative and 
aggressive; (3) plans for expanding the 
alliance to include Sweden and Finland 
will destabilize the balance of power in the 
Baltic region. 

 
 
  

A sample of the thousands of posts and 
documents Babel Street retrieved over  
the past three months of monitoring. 
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Providing Continuous Monitoring of the Message 
 
Using Babel X in conjunction with our advanced social network analysis tool Babel Synthesis, 
we were able to identify key voices and influencers from the ‘chatter’. The graph below shows 
one of several anti-Western, pro-Russian influence networks identified on Vkontakte. Babel 
Street is monitoring this network, allowing us to follow the latest claims and threats being 
generated by an array of pro-Russian accounts (shown in red below). 
 

 
Persistent search in Babel 
X can monitor activity daily 
and filter for the most 
relevant information on a 
topic. Beginning in June of 
2021, our volume detection 
capability revealed a 
marked increase in 
returns involving topics 
connected with 
Kaliningrad and 
NATO/EU in February of 
this year, just as the war 
in Ukraine commenced. 

 
 

  

Babel Street graph analytics capability explored over 
460,000 relationships in a network focused on 
Kaliningrad and NATO/EU, returning the 70 most 
influential pro-Russian accounts on this topic.   

Indications and Warning (I&W): Beginning in February, Babel Street detected an upward spike in messaging about Kaliningrad. 
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Summary 
 
While Putin’s intent regarding Kaliningrad remains uncertain, the large upturn in anti-Ukrainian 
messaging spread by pro-Russian networks on social media over the past three months—
similar to what we detected in January 2021—suggests the need for continuous monitoring. 
OSINT in general and the Babel Street suite of tools is well positioned to provide leading-edge 
indications and warning. 
 
About Babel Street 
 
Babel Street empowers national security and commercial teams to make mission-critical 
decisions by bringing order to the chaos of today’s multi-language, fractured publicly available 
data landscape.  
 

Our AI-powered platform delivers solutions that:  
 
• Transforms the speed and accuracy of our customer’s decision-making from hours to 

seconds through relevant, focused data-driven insights.  
 

• Dramatically improves situational awareness, uncovering threats and opportunities – known 
and unknown, foreign or domestic, physical or cyber.  
 

• Produce actionable insights by removing language barriers from an unprecedented array of 
global content and data through unmatched linguistic capabilities to democratize 
understanding.  
 

• Stay ahead of the ever-changing information landscape through perpetual innovation and 
continuous enhancements to keep our customers on the cutting edge of information. 

 
 

Contact us:  
www.babelstreet.com 
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